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INTENTION

The intention of this eBook is firstly to introduce the concept of search engine
optimization or SEO. Secondly, the central aim of the book is to explain why you, as
a web marketer or website owner who wants people to see his or her website, needs
to understand what SEO is all about. Thirdly, the book is aimed at outlining in clear
and simple terms what you need to do in order to make your website visible on the
search engines.
In essence this book will provide you with all you require to know about the
essentials of Search Engine Optimization. It also contains sections on tips and "how
to" do some of the more tricky aspects of SEO; as well as a resources page for
further research and study.

SEO eBook from Imaginet

SEO eBook from Imaginet

What is SEO ?
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Simply stated, search engine optimization (SEO) is the process of marketing
your website to the search engines. It means that you improve or optimize your
website so that the search engines view your site in a positive light and promote it to
a higher position when people search for your site or for particulars keywords or
phrases associated with your site. It is a well-known fact that people very rarely go
beyond the first three pages of any search engines results - so, the objective of SEO
is to ensure that your site appears on these first few pages for important keywords of
phrases that your clients or viewers are likely to search for.
Here is a more thorough definition of what search engine optimization is all
about,

"Search engine optimization (SEO) is the process of optimizing a website so
that it performs well in organic search. Ranking highly for search terms which are
known as keywords increases the visibility of a website and leads to a higher number
of visitors to the actual website. (http://stellarseo.com/what-is-seo/) Put more simply,
SEO will allow you to connect with those searching for your product or service and
help turn them into customers.

SEO is continually developing

It is important to realize SEO is not just a static number of procedures or rules
that you need to follow - it is rather an ongoing and dynamic process. Search
engines are continually evolving all the time and changing their algorithms or
mathematical formulas to determine which sites should be on the first page of
search. There are over 280 criteria that the search engine's take note of when
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determining the position of a website - but these are always changing and new
criteria being added in order to provide the viewer with the best and most
comprehensive search results. This means that in order understand SEO and be a
good SEO practitioner - and to ensure that your site has the best chance of
achieving a high search engine rank - you should also be aware of these
development and changes in the SEO landscape - and this requires continual
research and keeping up to date with the latest search engine developments.

Remember that Imaginet offers a professional SEO service that is
continuously taking cognizance if the latest development in search engine
requirements. See out services at https://imaginet.co.za/content/hosting/seointegration.html
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....and now for the big question...

Why do you need SEO?

There are many reasons for having your website optimized for the search
engines. Some are less obvious than others. Some of the main reasons are
summarized in the diagram below but we will also go through these point by point for
the sake of clarity.
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•

In online marketing, creating a website is just the beginning of the process
and strategy that you need to get your message out there. In other words,
people need to find and view your website in order to make contact with
clients and ultimately make sales. This is the reason why many businesses
today are seriously involved in new marketing and search engine optimization
strategies in order to appear higher in the search engine rankings - preferably
on the first page.

•

Here is how important SEO has become. The influential Moz.com has this to
say about the importance of SEO: "The value of SEO is its influence on
organic search, which is extremely valuable. In fact, SEO is more prominent in
2018 than it has ever been." ( https://moz.com/blog/challenges-seos-clients)
They claim that research shows that more people are searching online for
products and services than ever before. The study states that; " Year over
year, the period of January–October 2017 has 13% more search volume than
the same months in 2016". This in effect means that unless your site is
discoverable by the search engines, you will miss out on this growing organic
search tendency.

•

It should also be emphasized that SEO is about much more than technical
aspects relating to search engine compliance - while the technical side is very
important, what is becoming just as important is the MARKETING and
CONTENT side of modern search engine optimization. We will have much
more about this in the next section of this eBook.
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The important thing that should be emphasized is that SEO should be seen
holistically. In other words, SEO includes meeting the technical requirements
for the search engines to rank highly on search, as well as marketing and
content strategies to brand your product and attract the RIGHT client and
visitor to your site.

"SEO plays a pivotal role in having your website found and in
conjunction with other online marketing strategies such as social media
and blogging it becomes a powerful tool in improving your search
rankings."

•

Visibility is the most obvious reason for optimizing your site. In other words,
you need to be seen to promote your products or services. Being seen is the
most obvious reason for improving your search engine optimization and
searchability on the Internet.

•

Competition. Competition is increasing by the day on the Internet. There are
over one billion websites out there and to get ranked for a keyword on page
one or two has become increasingly difficult. The fact is that more than three
quarters of Internet users do not look beyond the first two pages of their
search engine results- which means that if you do not make use of every SEO
improvement you stand little chance of being seen and attentive views and
visits.

•

To gain new clients and get your business or site to grow you need to optimize
your website - you should note that the definition of SEO includes marketing
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your site to appeal to your market or intended client base.

•

More than ninety percent of people use search engines to look for products,
advice, and services - which, in real terms means more than two billion
possible users who you might not connect with if your site is not visible on the
first two or three pages of the major search engines. In other words, if your
site is not fully optimized for the search engines then you will not be available
to potential clients and visitors.

•

It is a well-known fact that blogging is a leading source of leads and traffic for
businesses when they are properly optimized for search. SEO will help your
blog posts to get seen and drive more viewers and customers to your site.

•

Connecting with your client is the focus of attention in modern online
marketing - and SEO is one of the best ways to ensure that you get
connected with relevant and TARGETED clients and consumers.

•

Modern SEO works in conjunction with other online strategies such as social
media and blog posts - all of which combine to improve your ranking in the
search engines.

•

Brand building and content creation. As one pundit states: "One of the main
focus of SEO is in content creation and marketing – which strongly relates to
having success in organic searches". (https://seo-hacker.com/seo-businessimportance/?
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awt_l=Eub4U&awt_m=3bHRFc12G6.e99f&utm_source=aweber&utm_mediu
m=email&utm_campaign=Email%2BRSS) SEO is an integral aspect of
building your brand and marketing your site, service or product.

•

SEO is also one of the most effective strategies to advance your brand and
website. As one study on this aspect notes "About 75% of marketers rate SEO
as excellent in terms of Return-on-Investment. This is because SEO is one of
the most affordable tools for online marketing and yields consistent and
effective results. " and "SEO is not just affordable; it is cost-effective because
it is customizable to your business needs and budget".
(http://www.twelveskip.com/marketing/seo/1421/business-seo)

•

SEO generates traffic with a high rate of conversion.
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What you need to do

There are a number of basic or initial steps that you need to take to ensure
adequate SEO for your a site and for each page on your site. These refer to the
technical requirements that search engines take into account when evaluating your
site; as well as other off-page factors. To simplify matters we are including the most
important factors that you need to be aware of. All are important and these are a list
of the essential factors that need to be taken cognizance of if you are going to
achieve high rankings.
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How to SEO
Implementing an effective SEO strategy is not only a matter of ensuring that
the technical requirements are met, especially with all of the recent updates to
Google's SEO ranking algorithm. In order to make sure that your website has the
best chance of achieving a high ranking on the search engines you have to pay
attention to a number of basic but essential aspects in optimizing your site.



Keywords
Keywords are very important in that they are your basic marketing tool. We

will have a lot to say about their modern relevance in SEO and how to go about
finding your best keywords later in this section.
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ON and OFF Page SEO factors.

These are factors that refer to technical aspects that need to be present on
your web pages so that the search engines can rate your site. These also include
factors that are not technical in the strict sense, but which add to your chances of
achieving a high ranking on Google and the other search engines.

These are basic factors that that need to be given attention:

1. Your URL should be SEO - friendly.

This means that your URL should be succinct and to the point and should
always have your main or target keyword in the URL. Avoid long and clumsy
wording. Instead of using, for example, www.Dog.co.za/ the-best-and-cheapest-dogparlour-in the-world/, simply use, www.Dog.co.za/dog-parlour.

2. TITLE TAG

The next most important part of your on-page technical considerations is the
TITLE Tag. It is an element of the HTML code that specifies the title of the web page.
A title tag indicates to the search engines the essence of your page and, importantly,
it is the first thing that the viewer will see in the search engines. It is obviously one of
the most important parts of making sure that your web page achieves good ranking;
so it is important to make sure that this is done correctly. Try to place your central
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keyword-the word that you want to rank for-at the beginning of the title.
Here is how the title tag appears in the HTML code of your website.
<head>
<title>Example Title</title>
</head>

Note. You can test your title tag and see how it will look in Google search
results by using the MOZ title tag tool at https://moz.com/learn/seo/title-tag

The title tag tester at https://moz.com/learn/seo/title-tag looks like this:

Important point to remember !
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Your title is visible to your viewers and it is the primary source of information
about your web page and web site for the search engines. Your title should be
succinct but reflect what the web page is all about. It is important to emphasize your
keyword or target word at the beginning of the title.

3. H1 TAGS

People often tend to neglect these but H1 or H2 tags are important in that
they allow the search engines to analyze what your web page is all about. These are
essentially heading tags - the HTML code that is placed around the different
headings of the page content. The H1 tag looks like this:

<h1>How to Optimise a Webpage for Search Engines</h1>

If you add H1, H2, or H3 header's to the HTML code of your page your
contents will be much more accessible to search engine indexing.

4. Target Keyword In The First Two Paragraphs

Place your target keyword for that particular page in the first 100 words of the
content on your website. This will assist in page placement on the search engines.
However, and this is an important proviso, do not overdue the usage of keywords in
your site content. This is or was known as keyword stuffing and is severely frowned
upon by the search engines. More about this in the section on keywords below.
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5. Meta tags

The meta tag is a very important part of the HTML code in the header section
of your page. These tags provide the search engines with information about your
page that they can use for indexing and ranking . The most important of these is the
meta description. This is a concise but attractive description of the webpage and is
as much a marketing tool as it is important for SEO purposes. The meta description
should be between 70 and 160 characters in length and provide an insightful
overview of the content and purpose of the site.
Here sir what the code in the header section of your page looks like:
<meta name="description" content="A page's description,
usually one or two sentences."/>

TIP: do a Google search for a topic or keyword related to your website.
Go to the top few sites and right click on them to show their source code
in your browser. Have a look at their meta descriptions for insight into
how to develop your description.

Note: there are a number of free tools online and available
for download that will provide you with a quick overview of
the basic SEO factors on your web Page. One do the most
popular and easiest to use is SEOQuake. Download this
from www.seoquake.com
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6. Registering your site with Google search console and Bing
Webmaster Tools.

Registering your site with Google search console or Bing Webmaster tools
provides you with a host of tools to monitor and improve your ranking on these
search engines. For example, Bing allows you to promote up to ten web page on
their search engine per day - you can see how your site is being indexed by the
search engines and if there are any SEO problems from the search engine's point of
view. This process requires the placements of code on your website which may be a
bit intimidating for the novice SEO practitioner. However the guidelines are very clear
to follow.
Tip: to read an article explaining the functions of Google search console
go to https://support.google.com/webmasters/answer/4559176?hl=en. To
register with Bing Webmaster Tools go to
https://www.bing.com/toolbox/webmaster

Remember that Imaginet provides a first -class SEO service that will
do this for you as well as send you weekly and monthly reports on the
progress of your website and pages.

7. Make sure you have a sitemap.
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An XML sitemap is a summary of the structure of your site in a specific format
that can be accessed and used for indexing by the search engines. This is a
relatively simple file to create and there are many free XML sitemap creators online.
Once created this file should be uploaded to your main or root folder. You can also
verify that search engines are able to read this file via the above-mentioned services;
namely, Bing Webmaster tools and Google search console.

Tip: Here are some useful sitemap creation tools.
XML- Sitemaps.com (https://www.xml-sitemaps.com/)
Top 50 Sitemap Generator Tools for Creating Visual Sitemaps
(https://dynomapper.com/blog/16-sitemap-generator/164-top-50-sitemap-gener
ators-for-creating-sitemaps)
Xml Sitemap Generator (https://xmlsitemapgenerator.org/)
WRITEMAPS (https://writemaps.com/)

8. Media optimizations - ALT tags

ALT tags are text that identify the content of an image. Search engines cannot
yet index images as such( although this is changing) and therefore when you place
text in the ALT tag of each image this helps the search engines to index and identify
that image - which in turn adds to your SEO and is another facet that can help you
achieve higher rankings on the search engines. Here is a succinct definition "An alt
tag, also known as 'alt attribute/ and 'alt description,' is an HTML attribute applied to
image tags to provide a text alternative for search engines. "
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(https://www.bigcommerce.com/ecommerce-answers/what-is-an-alt-tag-and-howdoes-it-impact-seo/)

Here is an example of the ALT tag code that is in the header section of your
HTML

<img alt="text">
Place a relevant and concise explanation of the image in the "text" area,
preferably with a prominent keyword.
A number of pundits are of the opinion that ALT tags have a significant impact
on your search engine optimization, "Applying images to alt tags such as product
photos can positively impact an ecommerce store's search engine
rankings."(https://www.bigcommerce.com/ecommerce-answers/what-is-an-alt-tagand-how-does-it-impact-seo/)

9. Content quality

No matter how good your technical SEO is, you will have a very difficult time
in achieving a high rank for your pages if the content is weak, uninspired or poorly
written. This is a factor that has grown in importance over the past few years - to the
extent that many pundits claim that good content is becoming one of the main issues
in the development of good search engines optimization. To this end Imaginet will be
creating an eBook on tips and pointers, as well as the technical SEO aspects of
creating good content.
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What you need to know is the following:

•

Make sure that your content relates directly and specifically to the topic or
subject of your website. If you are selling hats make sure that your blog posts
relate to that subject and are not just random.

•

Longer content is better but do not go over 1000 words for a blog posts as a
rule of thumb.

•

Try to include keywords in your content - but this should not be your central
aim: content should be written for the reader and not the search enginessemantic SEO today is very sophisticated and is able to distinguish between
natural and artificial content that has been artificially enriched by the over-use
of keywords.

•

Analyze your target market before producing content. This is an extremely
important aspect and also applies to keyword research. In other words, you
should research and examine your user base - what are they looking for ,
what types of questions would they like answered, what information is best
suited to your target audience. In fact you will find that spending time on
keyword and key-phrases research will be beneficial not only for technical
SEO but will help you to identify those topics that are suitable to expand on in
your blogs and other content.

•

Remember that today content is also very visual. Text alone is not sufficient to
attract viewers. You should ensure that each blog post and each page has an
attractive and eye-catching image that will get attention - and for SEO

SEO eBook from Imaginet
purposes make sure that each and every image you use has an ALT Tag ( see
note above on ALT tags). Video and infographics are also very popular forms
of content and you might even consider creating podcasts.

10. Mobile friendliness
Mobile readiness or friendliness - which simply means that your web pages
should be adaptable to any screen or mobile device size so that they can be viewed
easily on any device - has become an increasingly important part of SEO. The
search engines like Google place a premium on providing the best and most
accessible search results for their viewers. A site that cannot be rendered well on a
smart phone or tablet is obviously a site that does not fit into this category. The rapid
increase in people accessing the Internet via their mobile devices has made the
search engines very aware of the importance of website mobile friendliness in order
to provide the viewer with the best search result. Consequently, the mobile factor has
become one of the most important factors to consider in modern SEO. The bottom
line is that you should ensure that your website and all your pages are mobile
friendly.

But how do you know if your site is mobile friendly or not? Google has
provided an easy way of determining this . Go to
https://search.google.com/test/mobile-friendly and enter your site or page URL to test
mobile friendliness. This check also provides advice on how to improve the mobile
factor for your site.

11. Social Media Engagement
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Another very important aspect of website marketing and SEO is social media.
Google and the other search engines take social media into consideration when
determining the ranking of a web page. Therefore, if you have social media buttons
linked to your site, as well as social media share options whereby other people can
share your content on social media, this will enhance the probability of increased
visibility for your site.

TO DO
•

Improve the following and interaction with regard to your existing social media
networks - consider joining more networks like Google Plus ( which will benefit
SEO ) as well as Pinterest, and LinkedIn. Facebook and Twitter are of course
very important, as well as Instagram.

•

However, it is not necessary or even useful to join all and every social network
you can find. Each social network has a certain style and general type of
membership that you should take into account when deciding to make use of
that platform. Select those social media platforms that best match the type of
interaction and viewers you wish to attract.

•

In social media, interaction is the name of the game. Just posting items online
will do little to enhance your SEO . What will improve your SEO is a site that
has a large degree of interaction and engorgement with its followers. The
reason for this is that follower engagement sends a signals to the search
engines that the site is interesting and active and that it has "Value" as a site
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people would like to visit. A good social media profile and engagement is also
likely to improve another important aspect of SEO - backlinks.

12. Backlinks.
Backlinks refer to those websites that link back to your site. In other words,
those sites that provide a link from their site to your site. Why is this important for
SEO? The reason is that a site with a number of good backlinks is seen by the
search engine's as an indicator that the site has a certain trustworthiness and value.
The fact that other sites have gone to the trouble of including a backlink to that site is
a sign that the site must have a certain value and interest, and this is seen in a
positive light by the search engines.
However there is on very important proviso here. Not all backlinks are good. If
the site linking to your site is a spam site or a site considered to be of poor quality,
that link might in fact adversely affect your SEO.

So what you need to do is develop backlinks from trusted and high quality
sites. For example, a backlink for a well known educational site would have a high
value for the search engines.
There are many ways to develop good quality backlinks. However, the best
and most foolproof way of developing backlinks is by providing great content on your
site that other sites will want to link to. This is also facilitated by social media in that
social media can promote the content on your site and thereby possibly result in
other sites linking to your content.
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Keywords

Many books and articles have been written about the complexity of
keyword research. The truth is that it is not as complex as many of them make it out
to be. We don't intend to give you an exhaustive overview of all the aspects of
keyword research but rather to break it down into basic but essential pointers that
will help you to explore the subject further.



Before you can optimize your website, you have to know what you are
optimizing it for. The terms people use to search for what you offer are known
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as keywords. There are numerous methods for finding keywords but The
Google Keyword Planner
(https://adwords.google.com/intl/en_za/home/tools/keyword-planner/ ) is free
and easy to use, especially for a beginner.
Once you have registered from an account go to the keyword planner - you
will be greeted with the following page:
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Note we have entered the search term Adsl in the product or service category
but of course you can enter any term pertaining to your site. You then click on
Get Ideas at the bottom of the page and you are presented with a very useful
exposition of the various keywords related to your choice.

SEO eBook from Imaginet

The important aspect is that these keywords are categorized in terms of
the number of monthly searches and the degree of competition. In other
words, you can go through these keyword and choose those that give you a
high search volume and low competition - which will give you the best
keywords to use in terms of title, meta tags etc.

However, there is lot more to keyword research than only the above.
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Tools like the keyword planner should be employed in conjunction with other
methods of ascertaining the best keywords to use.
There are many factors to consider in this regard. The most important are
indicated below.
1. Research your client base first.
Your most important and relevant keywords will come for assessing the types
of queries and questions that your client base asks. In other words, what
keywords will your prospective client base use to search for your products or
services? If one can determine this then one has a goldmine in terms of
keywords and phrases that can be further researched and added to the text
and heading tags of your website.
TO DO: spend some time with your staff or with client themselves
and research what questions, keywords or phrases they would
usually employ in searching the web for your service. Brainstorm
with your staff and try to ascertain the most relevant and often used phrases and keywords used by clients.

2. Look at your competition
Study the type of keywords and phrases that your competition is using.
Search for the top pages on Google in your field and look at the text and the
type of phrasing they use. You can also study the underlying code and
keywords that they emphasize. To do this right click on the site in Google and
select "page source". Look at the header section and the meta tags for
keyword that are being used. Compare these to the keywords that you are
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using.
Note: there are many excellent application that are
designed to analyse the competition and competitive
keywords. One do these is Spyfu at
https://www.spyfu.com/

There is much more that we could say about keyword research and its
application - keep a look out for our next SEO eBook which will be on
this subject.
Conclusion
We hope that this short eBook has provided you with the basics for beginning
with your own SEO endeavours. If you master these aspects you are well on
the way to becoming an SEO expert and advancing the position of your
website on the search engines.

However, as we have emphasized, SEO is continually developing. In terms of
keyword research for example, voice search via mobile apps is the new field
of concern and is set to become a very important aspect of promoting your
site. Here are a few resources that you can follow to update your knowledge
and insights into search engine optimization. Also, please note that the
Imaginet team will be creating more free eBooks on all the above aspects of
the SEO environment develops.
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Resources
Search Engine Journal - https://www.searchenginejournal.com
Moz - https://moz.com/
Webmaster World - http://www.webmasterworld.com/
Google's SEO Guidelines
https://support.google.com/webmasters/answer/35291
DistilledU
https://www.distilled.net/u/
HubSpot
https://www.hubspot.com
How to do Keyword research in 2018
https://imfromthefuture.com/keyword-research-now/

This eBook was created by
Imaginet ISP
https://imaginet.co.za/
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